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Project Summary:

PUVA therapy is a well-accepted first-line treatment option for skin-limited mycosis
fungoides, leading to complete remission in 70 to 90% of treated patients. Long-term
remissions can be achieved with PUVA. In a randomized multicenter trial we plan to
investigate (1) the clinical efficacy of PUVA maintenance therapy and (2) the mechanisms by
which PUVA leads to disease clearance in MF. Immunologic and oncogene analysis shall
help establishing surrogate markers for predicting therapeutic response. A better
understanding of the optimal regimen and the therapeutic mechanisms of PUVA in MF
should help improving treatment strategies for this life-threatening disease. The
understanding of the mode of action of PUVA in MF may also help to develop novel
treatments using PUVA-affected pathways, allowing to achieve overall better long-term
response and success.
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